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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE 
1950 


Once more, pleased wish the patients 
Carville and their many friends all over the 
world very happy and successful new year. 

enter the second half this fast-moving 
twentieth century, well pause moment 
and reflect the progress that has been made 
the management disease during the 
comparatively short period the last fifty years— 
especially since the disease has been age-old 
medical and social problem. 

the turn this century, the hospital Car- 
ville operating state institution had been 
opened for only six years. Studies the disease 
were beginning appear the annual reports 
the Surgeon General. time passed, leprosy con- 
tinued subjected painstaking investigation. 
The United States Congress, legislation enacted 
1917, officially recognized Hansen’s disease 
national problem and put the responsibility for 
caring for such patients under Federal jurisdiction. 
1921, this hospital was designated Marine 
Hospital the Public Health Service. Ma- 
jor building and improvement projects ensued. 
Today, have here one the hospitals 
its kind the world. 


During the past fitty years who work with 
Hansen’s disease have seen achievements that man- 
kind has been eagerly awaiting for centuries. The 
successful use the sulfone drugs has effected 
whole new concept the course Hansen’s dis- 
ease. public attitudes and 
opinions toward both the disease and those who 
contract gradually developing more people 
learn its true character. Superstition and intoler- 
ance are giving way public behavior based up- 
scientific fact and human understanding. 

evaluating the present and looking with op- 
timism toward the future, recall our predeces- 
sors with respect and humility. Their findings have 
guided contemporary workers planning cur- 
rent investigations. The names Dyer, Denney, 
Hopkins and Faget will guiding stars lepro- 
logists for many year. 

the expense seeming repetitious, want 
salute our patients again and congratulate them 
their part the progress that are now able 
report. With their assistance, can measure 
the effectiveness our efforts and direct our ac- 
tivities toward the channels that appear most 
advantageous. For their diligence, loyalty and spirit 


cooperation, wish commend associates, 
the Carville team. This group includes the 
cians and the members the other professional 
areas, the Sisters Charity who have been here 
almost since the day the hospital was originally 
established, and the corps office and mainte- 
nance personnel. The blended efforts these 
good people keep the hospital running smoothly 
day and night. want acknowledge with thanks 
the enthusiastic and encouraging support that 
receive from the Public Health Service and its 
Division Hospitals. 

During 1949, saw very steady advances 
our clinical work here Carville. The medical, 
dental and surgical services were busy throughout 
the year ministering patients’ needs and wants, 
The physical therapist and the occupational ther- 
apist carried forward their pursuits with encour- 
aging results. Intensive scientific research projects 
continued. 

Our community activities program moved for- 
ward. recreational supervisor and fully 
fied classroom instructor are now duty. Volun- 
tary support from outside organizations such the 
Red Cross, the American Legion, the American 
Legion Auxiliary, the Forty and Eight, the Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, Delta Sigma Epsilon 
Sorority and groups friends from Chicago, New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge contributed importantly 
maintaining high patient morale. 

July when reported the Surgeon Gen- 
ral the performance during the fiscal 
year 1949, said that had discharged that 
period the largest number patients ever 
released any one year since the hospital was 
founded. 

think the prospect for continued upward pro- 
gress our work during 1950 bright. more 
and more scientific knowledge discovered, the 
solutions the problems related dis- 
ease come within closer range. may that the 
next fifty years will find disease eradi- 
cated least under complete control. 


Frederick Johansen, Medical Director 
Medical Charge 
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MAIL BAG 


want express thanks and deep appreciation you, 
your editorial staff, and Mr. William Quirk for the very fine 
article about which appears the December 1949 issue THE 
STAR, under the title “The Music and Candy Man.” 

Forgetting for the moment that the article question about 
me, must compliment Bill Quirk for the thorough job did 
presenting Carville friends clear picture hobbies. 
admit blushed bit read the nice things said about me, 
and glasses were moist took bow after bow. 

feel that was providential that Bill met you, and the way 
describes the meeting most interesting. 

Wishing you and the staff THE STAR and all good 
friends Most Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

Jerry Vogel 
Vogel Music Co., Inc. 
New York City, New York 

hear that Jerry going have 5000 reprints made 
“The Music and Candy Man” done four-page section and 
sent out his mailing list which reaches, among others, every 
radio station the country. Looks like cast bread upon the 
waters. 

Ed. 
back the University and needless say interest 
Carville has continued the same peak that was this sum- 
mer. have been called upon speak about the Hospital and 
Hansen’s disease many different group meetings. feel the 
interest genuine one and have more intelligent questions 
asked about experience the Hospital than for any other 
project have undertaken. 
Katherine Reebel 
Associate Professor Social Case Work 
Ohio State University. 

Columbus, Ohio 


Here for three months last summer assignment from 
the Public Health Service, Miss Reebel initiated long needed 
program medical social service. experienced worker, Miss 
Reebel quickly won the confidence the patients. understand 
the program she began will continued with the arrival 
medical social worker here March. 


Please let offer congratulations you and your asso- 
ciates THE STAR, especially the issue for December and with 


Ed. 


double emphasis the magnificent “Truth and Love” editorial 
appearing Page 

certainly much your credit that the public gradually 
coming see that cases leprosy should have the same measure 
sympathy and hospital care that are accorded other cases 
serious illness. 

For own part due the approaching years cannot 
identify myself any aggressive way with your good work, but 
can and sympathize with your objectives one hundred per cent. 
Yes, eyes and ears are dimming from age, but have 
noted dimming joy the victories you are attaining. 

have started very comfortably 87th year life, but 
cannot take long journeys once did constantly. This why 
not able plan visit Carville which can assure you 
many ways would richly enjoy. 

William Danner 

General Secretary 

The American Leprosy Missions 
Washingion, 

should enjoy seeing Mr. Danner again. Our 
goes back about years when and his wife took the writer 
the station C.—destination Carville. 

Mr. Danner largely responsible for the establishment the 
National Leprosarium and was once suggested that bear his 
name. Secretary the English Leprosy Mission, visited 
this hospital even before the Government took over 
1921 from the State Louisiana. later conferred with the 
Public Health Service and was referred Senator Ransdell 
who was that time chairman the public health committee 
the Senate. This led the ultimate Congressional appro- 
priation funds and the final selection and purchase the Louisi- 
ana institution become the National Leprosarium. 

Ed. 


The Sociedad Leprologica del Asilo has just recently been 
created all the doctors who have specialized leprologists and 
who constitute the staff medical officers the Zoquiapan Lepro- 
saria. Their aim towards better understanding all subjects 
related leprosy well worldwide interchange relations 
with similar institutions. 

Trevino 
Department Head 
Associacion Mexicana Accion 


Mexico, 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish indubitable 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human voluntcers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any Scientific necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 
Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CARVILLE 


Editor’s Note—This hospital particularly fortunate have found competent person Miss 
Hatch take charge its occupational therapy department from the outset. She combines very pleasing 
personality with genuine interest her work and the patients. Miss Hatch who from Allegheny 
College, Meadville, Pa. (her home town) did graduate work education Smith, Northhampton, Mass. 
and holds certificate occupational therapy from Columbia University, College Physicians and Sur- 
geons, New York. She came from Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center, New York, where she was 
director occupational therapy setup which included seven O.T. shops and staff therapists. 


Occupational therapy contributes many phases 
patient recovery, part treatment program 
for physical restoration, provide mental stimu- 
lation mental sedation according the patients’ 
need, alleviate emotional stress. case 
long illness the shop provides place where pa- 
tients may rebuild their work tolerance and pre- 
pare themselves return work. return 
former work impossible the shop becomes test- 
ing laboratory determine other skills abilities 
give pre-vocational training. 

Today, occupational therapists are trained 
study the specific needs patients and plan the 
program according those needs. Shops all over 
the United States testify this fact. Ours Car- 
ville, set for special type hand exercise, 
sparsely equipped compared those army 
hospitals. And still different are those mental 
hospitals. short, occupational therapy longer 
aims keeping patients happy through activity, 
but contributes physical, mental and emotio- 
welfare. 

Occupational therapy was instituted Carville 
March, 1949, part the program restora- 
tion patients with disease. This new 
objective makes research project the aid 
which can given secure return function 
nerves and muscles weakened paralyzed the 
disease. Patients with hand disabilities come for 
exercise prescription the doctors ourstaff. 
The program has been operation for far too 
short period make report from 
standpoint. 

Aside from attempting accomplish the specific 
objective physical restoration, occupational 
therapy can bring still other advantages, some 
which are already becoming evident Carville. 
Anyone having long-term illness such Han- 
sen’s tends become self-centered through con- 
cern over his condition. When first assigned, pa- 
tients usually express desire make something 
for themselves. Gradually comes the desire 
make something for member their family 
friend. first, eager complete their own pro- 
jects they show little interest helping anyone 


else. But when bit familiar with what they are 
attempting and with the possibilities ahead, 
they are willing and eager anything they can 
regardless whence the request comes. Some, 
instance, help unassigned patients develop the 
necessary equipment for cord knotting their 
rooms for diversion-activity. 

addition, lonely patients experience the plea- 
sure belonging group working happily to- 
gether with serious purpose. Others with hands 
disabled that they have given hope ever 
using them obtain happy experiences they learn 
they can used and can even produce useful, 


Miss Hatch, busy the room 


artistic articles. And those who need maintain 
typing skill return job may use that part 
their exercise plan, thereby accomplishing two 
objectives once. When one discovers through 
crafts the enjoyment working with the hands 
and the natural skill and artistic talent actually 
possesses, gives new outlook and encourages 
training develop these abilities for skilled oc- 
cupation. 

Long hospitalization has the tendency cause 
patient lose initiative and satisfied with doing 
nothing. The satisfaction gained through occupa- 
tional therapy accomplishing something worth 
while may restore lost incentive. The partially 
sighted and the blind learn through crafts that 
their hands, not devoid sensation, can pro- 
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duce things value. When self-care becoming 
difficult, activities especially planned carry over 
into dressing, eating, etc.. will help recover self- 
sufficiency, after which through testing and guid- 
ance they may led into some occupation that 
would useful following discharge from the hos- 
Though one interested learning 
Braille has yet been found here, that form in- 
struction will given when desired. 

wish express appreciation the patients 
working the occupational therapy department 
for their seriousness and enthusiasm, their cooper- 
ative spirit. their fine accomplishments 
regular attendance. looking forward the 
day when the knowledge acquiring through 
working with small selective group will avail- 
able many more patients. 


DR. REGGIO RETIRES 

Carville’s good friend, Dr. William Reggio, 
Chief the Physical Medicine and Rehabilita- 
tion Section. Division Hospitals, Public 
Health Service, has retired. “All good things must 
come end,” wrote Dr. Reggio THE STAR. 
“Having reached the age limit for active duty 
Nov. 16, 1949, service with the U.S. 
has terminated.” 

Dr. Reggio comments, “During the relatively 
short term association with Carville, have 
learned much and only hope have been able 
give something you all.” recent years Dr. 
Reggio made several trips Carville. took 
genuine personal interest helping launch this 
hospital’s new program physical medicine which 
includes physical and occupational therapy. 

Dr. and Mrs. Reggio are now occupying their 
beautiful new colonial-type home Medfield, 
Mass., but Dr. Reggio that type man who 
will never grow old. Active thought, always 
ready adopt new ideas, sixty-four for him 
good age begin. his own words, “Too much 
steam the old boiler yet and unless used might 
blow top.” 


told you note—Recent info, Dr. Reggio 
the job again, back his old post consultant 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, position 
held before entering the 


Via the grapevine hear that this hospital 
will soon have visit from the Surgeon General 
the S., Dr. Leonard Scheele. Dr. 
Scheele assumed the important post Surgeon 
General This will his first Carville call. 


CARVILLE WILL 
THE MOVIES 


Photo by Van Pele 
Author and Producer confer—Perry Burgess left and Bill Dozier 


Plans Columbia Pictures Corporation make 
film, based considerable part Perry Bur- 
gess’s book, “Who Walk Alone” are advancing rap- 
idly. The story will brought date with 
Carville the leprosarium setting rather than 
Culion was the case Mr. Burgess’s book. 

leaving Carville early December, Mr. and 
Mrs. Burgess went directly Washington where 
they met with Dr. Williams, Chief the 
Bureau Medical Services and other members 
the Public Health Service staff. 

The Public Health Service has given the 
plans the go-ahead sign with the proviso that the 
PHS see copy the script before actual produc- 
tion begins. the Washington meeting, Dr. Wil- 
liams pointed out that the greatest purpose such 
picture could serve would dispel modern 
society the unreasonable fear which has been at- 
tached leprosy since Biblical times, and give 
that disease its proper place serious but mildly 
communicable disease. 

William Dozier, Production Chief for Colum- 
bia, expects Carville again early this year. 
Mr. Dozier and his associates Columbia are 
very enthusiastic about the eventual outcome 
the project. said, confident that ad- 
dition being dramatic and exciting motion 
picture will very long way toward supply- 


accurate and well-documented information 


replace misconceptions the mind the average 
citizen this country and every country.” 
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UNSIGNED CANVAS 


Honeybrae, Spencer’s Lane, Melling, Liverpool, England 


Peter Hall, THE STAR’s British correspondent, here shares with some his more fortunate ex- 
periences Hansen patient. His thirty-three years the British Civil Service took him foreign shores 
where probably contracted After some time the Settlement Sungei Buloh, Malaya, where 
was the only European patient, Peter returned England 1942, from which dates his happier days. 
Through Dr. Johansen Carville, Mr. Hall heard Diasone. The beneficial influence this sulfone 
caused his disfigurations almost vanish and his impaired sight restored. Now has small but well- 
cropped farm, the outcome his own work with hand tractor supplied the American Leprosy Missions. 

Peter Hall insists, STAR means lot us. our medium for expressing ourselves, and our 
only one.” recent letter the editor NEWS THE WORLD forwarded copy with this state- 
ment, “THE STAR purely American concern, but and doubt thousands others all over the 


really enjoy our correspondence with H., and feel that our readers will relish his sprightly 
sense humor much do. Some the surgery which tells this article seems new 


wrinkle far Hansen’s disease concerned. 


Conditions change rapidly these days with 


Ed. 


drawn, told him the cause, 


memories apt short, which many adding “But nothing can done about it.” 
ways advantageous. Unfortunately have The good doctor surprised when said 
long memory. Unfortunate because something could done. 


inclined allow reminiscences mar 
judgments, and when idleness forced 
Hansenite, scope for discussing those 
matters peculiar interest limited, for 
all listeners are not sympathetic nor understand- 
ing our problems, the few suffer repetitions 
tell two events likely great interest 
contemporary Hansen club members and 
those surgeons who work Hansenaria far 
away places. 

The title was chosen because many medical men 
are artists great merit, yet unlike fellow artists 
such painters, they are forbidden profession- 
etiquette from advertising their merits 
chievements the lay public. other words they 
cannot put their trade mark their work. 


For many months had suffered from severe 
pain the ulna nerve. knew this was due the 
protective insulating the nerve against the attacks 
the bacillus. Through working the land 
had succumbed temptation clean out ditch 
and the damp had affected the nerve had be- 
come inflamed. Unable swell within its insula- 
tion the nerve had become taut, with the pain in- 
creasing day day. had seen some the suf- 
fering this form the affliction had caused among 
the inmates Sungei Buloh. and was always told 
nothing could done about it, hence 
tance tell doctor. long memory had 
marred judgment. 

One day encountered doctor. remarked 


The surgeon took out nerve, scraped 
and put back, but apparently was 
badly affected the pain became much worse, 
almost intolerable. Now came the time investi- 
gate still further. was told the nerve could re- 
moved, but would lose all sense the two end 
digits, and might have crippled hand. artist 
took out about ten inches, and within two days 
the removal the stitches—I think they used 
sewing machine—I was digging quite merrily and 
free from pain. That was three months ago, and 
since then have built some four hundred feet 
wall, and found hand and arm good new. 

suppurating ulcer big toe had been 
troubling for two years, and with the arm now 
good nick, gave the old foot caning, build- 
ing, digging, plowing and concreting acre. 
The foot revolted, and certainly looked 
Hall would minus foot. You see, long 
memory was shaping the old mental machinery 
again. 

the hospital they brought along artist 
friend, still very kindly and interested. doctor 
said toe looked like Bedfordshire carrot— 
which suppose like those they grow Mary- 
land—he would worry were like beetroot. 
They tried very hard for fortnight make 
look like parsnip, feeding lashings peni- 
cillin, but wouldn’t play. had begun think 
terms vegetable salad. Suggestions were 
afoot remove the toe, then the top but 
again doctor said, “Keep it, and you want 
give any away, let ‘em wait and take the lot.” He’s 
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bit wag, and real friend this lad with 
the quiet confident smile. 

They made leg and foot clean hardly 
recognized it, which reminded the following 
story. Two men went the seaside for the day. 
“What about swim?” says one. “O.K.” replied 
the other. When they had disrobed, one looked 
the other and said, “By gum, but dirty.” 
“Aye,” answered the other, “I’m older than you.” 

The next part the procedure was the ban- 
daging the leg, and they went such trouble, 
thought sure enough, leg was off. Next they 
gave some drugs. which made light 
hearted frolicking lamb, and 
wheeled in. 

was awake when they tipped into bed, 
sat up, smoked pipe, read the evening pa- 
per, all within half hour leaving the theatre. 
“Surely,” thought, can’t have lost leg, nor 
foot, nor toe,” went sleep. During 
sleep the bandage came off, awakening 
took peek. From small hole, not more than 
quarter inch diameter, there dangled 
piece thread, which took for stitching, but 
which further examination proved 
piece silk wick, for soaking any fluid. X-ray 
pictures told all the bones above the top joint 
had been removed, and that had 
toe, but quite serviceable. How the surgeon got 
the bones out through that small hole will always 
mystery me, but will regard the job 
the hall mark artist. 

These two experiences consider examples 
what can done for Hansenites right think- 
ing people, and certainly give the lie the old 
time propaganda, that Hansen club members are 
unclean, fit only tipped the garbage 
dump. longer scorned, but welcomed friend 
and patient, unenlightened let say, “Men- 
aces foot,” more ways than one. 

the canvas this artist’s work will 
write his name, and hope forgives me. Mr. 
Roaf, Orthopedic Surgeon, and the studio, Royal 
Infirmary, Liverpool. 


The patients Hawaii’s new Hansen’s disease 
settlement Mohalu, Pearl City, got wonderful 
Xmas gift. was Silver Fleet bus, given them 
the Honolulu Rapid Transit Co. The bus will 
used the patients for all activities calling for 
group transportation. The presentation was made 
rence Judd, Mohalu’s popular administrator. 


WIDESPREAD PUBLICITY 
GAINED 
STAR’S PROTEST 


Two AirjForce vets who have soared the top- 
flight ranks comic strip artists since the war are 
Marvin Bradley and Frank Edgington. Their 
brainchild, handsome Rex Morgan, hero 
comic strip about the everyday life young 
physician, distributed Publishers Syndicate, 
Chicago, appears more than two hundred daily 
and Sunday newspapers this country and 
abroad. anonymous doctor acts advisor 
the strip make “medically correct.” 

The strip you will see you turn page was 
released New Year’s Day. One STAR reader 
sent the clip from his Sunday paper. saying, 
“The picture the gate pat that might have 
come direct from you.” did. THE STAR’s 
Harris furnished photograph guide the artists 
drawing the picture. 

THE STAR was given permission run the 
strip Frank Perley the Publishers Syndicate 
who said, “We are grateful for this opportunity 
give widespread publicity the wonderful work 
being accomplished the Carville Leprosarium. 
hope that our inclusion this panel the 
January release will part compensate for the 
extremely regretable which THE STAR was 
kind enough call on.” 

“called” the creators the strip 
jectionable reference leprosy which their Rex 
Morgan made several months ago 

pays protest! 
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Gertrude Hornbostel 


was merry Christmas and very happy New Year for the Horn- 
bostels, able wish their friends the same their new home Long 
Island. Relatives, friends and admirers called extend good wishes. The 
Hornbostels received many party and dinner invitations that quote 
the doughty Major, everybody looks like Santa Mrs. Horn- 
bostel’s experience since settling Long Island living proof that Han- 
sen patients can lead normal life when the public properly enlightened. 
The Hornbostels, themselves, continue vigorous crusaders. They 
have many bids speak before church and club groups. December 
they gave talks before meetings the group and men’s 
the Bethpage Methodist Church, Sayville, 


The house bought Long Island 
yet been vacated when arrived New York, 
trip from Carville, wanted quiet place where 
could rest. While searching for such place, 
husband stepped out the car question 
man, who asked, “Aren’t you Major 
were nonplussed, but said that the news- 
men were watching the roads for and anyway, 
didn’t have Louisiana license and weren’t 
traveling Buick station wagon, the papers 
had reported? directed nice hotel 
Huntington and made arrangements take our 
pictures early the next day was news pho- 
tographer. must have passed the word around, 
for the next morning were deluged with 
visits from newsmen, photographers, radio people, 
writers, and avalanche mail descended upon 
which I’m still busy answering. hope all 
good correspondents will bear with dig 
out from under all. 

October 5th were able move into our 
new home, five-room house standing odd- 
shaped lot foot frontage Wilson Ave. Our 


Scotties love and race round and round the 
tulip beds chasing each other and the squirrels. 
They feel hundred per cent better here this 
climate, and we. 

There are maples front and many oaks the 
back, some fruit trees, conifers, dogwood and lilac 
bushes, large weed-covered strawberry patch, 
and dahlia beds. have already put our 
spring bulbs, consisting tulips, daffodils, hya- 
cinths, narcissus, crocus 
the latter being one favorites. 

Our house not one those mass-produced, 
built-by-the-thousand kind that have been spring- 
ing all over Long Island. Its first owner built 
himself and the materials are therefore much 
better quality than one finds the modern devel- 
opment. The who bought from him added 
many modern improvements. well insulated, 
therefore easily heated winter, that has be- 
come very comfortable place which live. 

The house consists sitting room, kitchen, 
pantry, bathroom, and two bedrooms, which each 
fixed according our own taste. Beyond 
the kitchen there also breakfast nook, little 
larger than most. This and the dining room 
found already furnished, the dining room with 
heavy oak furniture rather odd design, pro- 
bably Polish Russian. The closet bed- 
room all lined with cedar and there isn’t ant 
cockroach anywhere the house. 

There one house next ours, but the 
other side look into little forest oaks. 
Looking out the sitting room window, have 
immense azalea bush flanked two Colorado 
blue spruces. Across the street wide field with 
enormous greenhouse beyond and several 
more the immediate vicinity. 

the corner about half block down the 
street small delicatessen and large shopping 
center few blocks beyond one the new 
developments, supplying with all the necessary 
groceries, hardware, bakery goods, dry cleaning 
and laundry. bus line two blocks from the 
house runs into Bellmore whenever feel like 
going. The variety food can buy here 
never ending wonder us. Next year going 
start raising chickens and probably few geese 
and ducks. 

From where sit bedroom window, 
look out over our little domain sparkling the 


(Continued page 13) 
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TWENTIETH CENTURY MIRACLE 


After six thousand years almost utter hope- 
lessness the last decade the first half the 
twentieth century saw amazing revolutionary 
change the treatment Hansen’s disease. The 
turning point came with the introduction sul- 
fone therapy. 

successful has this therapy proved that 
Dr. Thomas Parran, former Surgeon General 
the Public Health Service declared, “For the 
first time the history mankind can now 
say persons who have 

How did all this begin? That the inside story 
the outside cover this issue the THE STAR, 
One morning early December, five months 
the day after his arrival Carville become 
Medical Officer Charge this hospital, Dr. 
Guy Faget sat his desk pondering the dis- 
heartening lack results that had 
ous and sundry treatments and experiments for 
centuries used Hansen’s disease. The chief 
these was the popular chaulmoogra oil legend with 
its derivatives, all which Dr. Faget apparently 
had little faith. 

Before coming Carville, Dr. Faget had specia- 
lized tuberculosis and recognized many paral- 
lelisms his former specialty and Hansen’s dis- 
ease. saw this clearly that said many 
times, “If chemotherapeutic agent could found 
that would effective tuberculosis would 
probably equally effective Hansen’s disease.” 

Such conclusion must have prompted the 
following letter letter which brought about 
epoch-making period medical history. 


Carville, Louisiana 
Dec. 1940 
Doctor Sharp, 
Director Dept. Clinical Investigation, 
Parke Davis and 
Detroit, Michigan. 
Dear Doctor Sharp: 

have noted with great deal interest the 
work done the Mayo Clinic with chemotherapy 
experimental tuberculosis guinea pigs. They seem- 
obtain the best results with one the sulfona- 
mide drugs which was supplied through the courtesy 
Parke Davis and Company. The name this 
preparation was “Promin,” 

Will you please inform any other ex- 
perimental work has been done with this drug 
acid-fast diseases determine its value, well 
its relative toxicity? Could sufficient supply 
obtained test its action leprosy? so, 


would like try the Marine Hospital, 
Carville, 
Any literature which you can send 
“Promin” would appreciated. 
Yours truly, 
Faget, Surgeon 
Medical Officer Charge 


Dr. Sharp replied part, Dec. 18, “The 
Mayo publication (Drs. Feldman and Hinshaw) 
the only report that has been made although com- 
parable results were obtained local institution 
shortly after general investigation the drug was 


initiated two years ago. Dr. Cowdry 


Washington University, St. Louis, has made study 
Promin rat leprosy, but date does not 
know the outcome his observations. have 
doubt that would willing discuss the sub- 
ject with you.” 

Dr. Sharp attached this letter description 
Promin and assured Dr. Faget his readiness 
try Promin therapy treatment dis- 
ease. This was gratifying and special interest 
Dr. Faget was the information that Dr. Cowdry 
was experimenting with Promin rat leprosy. 

Dr. Cowdry was then serving Consultant 
the Public Health Service order carry 
studies rat leprosy. Dr. Simpson, 
Director the Kettering Foundation, suggested 
Dr. Cowdry that test the action Promin. 

Rat leprosy said like so-called human 
leprosy that scientists even recognize 
the two. any case the degree resem- 
blance sufficiently close justify the hope that 
experiments rat leprosy may yield clues the 
treatment human leprosy. 


Dr. Cowdry’s observations showed that 
nodules was decreased Promin-treated rats, 
compared with non-treated rats the control 
group; that the survival time the treated rats 
was greater; that the surviving treated animals 
137 days were better condition than the surviv- 
ing untreated ones; “that Promin 
can administered over long period without 
dilitating effect, which important considera- 
tion the studies the chemotherapy both 
leprosy and tuberculosis.” 

Dr. Cowdry communicated those observations 
Dr. Faget through 
Dr. Faget. 

Now the stage was set Carville for the human 
experiment the treatment Hansen’s disease. 
There followed period correspondence and 
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close cooperation between Dr. Faget and Dr. Sharp. 

The first group patients here was given Pro- 
min injections Dr. McCreary February, 
‘41. Three months later Dr. Faget wrote Dr. 
Sharp, “Some the patients are reporting encour- 
aging subjective effects and though have seen 
objective signs improvement yet, feel 
that continued experimentnl treatment with Pro- 
min indicated.” The experimental treatment 
was continued with Parke Davis generously sup- 
plying the drug gratis, 

Two years later Dr. Sharp congratulated Dr. 
Faget his progress report Promin leprosy 
saying, “It isa chemotherapeutic advance 
mean consideration.” 

This Drs. Faget, F.A. Johan- 
sen, R.C. Pogge and other members the medical 
staff then serving this hospital, was cautiously 
enthusiastic for “Promin can regarded 
the most encouraging experimental treatment 
ever undertaken the National 
advance the right direction the chemo- 
therapy leprosy.” 

More and more Carville patients discontinued 
chaulmoogra favor Promin and Diasone (the 
latter sulfone product the Abbott Laborato- 
ries). Promizole, sulfone synthesized Parke 
Davis for oral administration followed. Reports 
the effects these wonder drugs spread; first 
South America and rapidly Hawaiiand the Orient. 

When the Second Pan-American Conference 
Leprosy met Rio Janeiro 194f, 
elected Dr. Faget, Pesident the Therapeutic Sec- 
tion and recognized him the pioneer sulfone 
therapist. There was general agreement among the 
leprologists who had had experience with the new 
sulfone drugs, that they were effective remedies 
for leprosy. Even the die-hard chaulmoogrists 
seemed convinced after seeing the photo- 
graphic exhibit the Carville Leprosarium the 
subject, prepared Sister Hilary Ross, guiding 
star Carville’s laboratory. These kodachrome 
photographs patients before and after treatment 
with Promin, Diasone and Promizole were unde- 
niable evidence favor these remedial drugs. 

Dr. Faget did not live attend the 5th Interna- 
tional Congress Leprosy held Havana, Cuba 
1948, where the majority the delegates from 
thirty-four countries finally accepted the sulfones— 
Promin, Diasone and Sulphetrone new British 
product) “the treatment choice” for Han- 
sen’s disease. 

The “treatment choice” yes— but the conserv- 
ative medical world does not yet accept the sul- 
fones specific for Hansen’s disease. They 


admit inhibits the growth Mycobacterium 
Hansen, supposedly the causative agent the dis- 
ease. Drawings these rod-shaped bacilli, the 
villain the case, appear the cover this issue. 
Explaining the action Promin these rod- 
shaped organisms, Dr. Sweet Parke Davis 
Research Dept. said, “It Promin were the 
key and the bacteria the lock. The key gets into 
the lock, but stops the mechanism instead op- 
erating it, thus actually starving the organism.” 
Dr. Sweet was one five Parke Davis research 
men, Leonard Daub, L.L. Bambas, Edward Tillet- 
son and Tuller, who working together were 
mainly responsible for the development Promin 
1937. These scientists were really working 
discover drug with which fight tuberculosis. 
The real miracle was Dr. Faget’s idea trying 
out Hansen’s disease drug originally devel- 
oped for the treatment another malady. 
who have Hansen’ disease not hesitate call 
Dr. Faget’s thought, one inspired Divine Pro- 
vidence. This twentieth century miracle saving 
the lives people the world over. Wherever the 
sulfones are used the morale Hansen patients 
has soared. Carville, the difference between the 
pre-sulfone era and today almost unbelievable. 
Satisfied they are the right track scientists and 
research men are still work. Tomorrow? What? 


S.S. 


route Hawaii continue for four months 
his extensive research Hansen’s disease, Dr. 
Lloyd Aycock the Harvard Medical School, told 
reporter from the San Francisco, Calif., Examiner, 
Dec. 22, 1949, “There’s movement afoot ease 
the drastic banishment impose upon leprosy 
victims. The disease isn’t anything like contagious 
once thought.” 

Hawaii Dr. Aycock will continue probe 
into why Hansen’s disease seems recur cer- 
tain families for generation after generation. 
said suspects that susceptibility Hansen’s 
disease inherited the blood stream. Dr. Ay- 
cock’s research which began 1947 jointly 
financed Harvard and the Territory Hawaii 
Health Department. 

Health News, monthly publication the New 
York State Department Health, features its 
November 1949 issue excellent article our Dr. 
Johansen. The article deals with “The Man- 
agement Hansen’s Disease the United States.” 
The same issue Health News reviews book 
Hansen’s disease Sir Leonard Rogers and 
Ernest Muir. 
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PROGRESS 


ANOTHER YEAR HAS ROLLED BY, 

FUTURE HOLDS MANY WONDERFUL 


DOES, JUNE! THER 
MANY REAL 
PROBLEMS 


YES, JUNE/ ONE CERTAINLY THERE 
KNOWS BUT WHAT COULD NONE 
JUST THINK WHAT HAS BEEN 

GREAT DISCOVERY VACCINATION PREVENT ACCOMPLISHED LESS THAN 
MEDICINE SMALLPOX FIFTY YEARS 


AND PNEUMONIA ARE 
LONGER CONSIDERED DEADLY 
THAT HAVE THE 
DRUGS AND 


RECOVERED PATIENT LEAVING THE 
LEPROSARIUM CARVILLE HAS BECOME 


MAY THE IGNORANCE WHICH ATTACH 
SOCIAL STIGMA DISEASE 
BURIED WITH WITCHCRAFT AND OTHER 
MEDIEVAL BELIEFS/” 


THE STAR 


HAVE 
CENTURY, LESS THAN 200 
YEARS AGO, TOOK THE 


THE ANSWER POLIOMYELITIS, 
CANCER, MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 


WHICH KNOW 


AND OTHER DISEASES ABOUT 


SMALLPOX 
“HUNDREDS MENTALLY “DIABETES NEED NOT TAKE 
ARE NOW SAVED EACH ITS TOLL HUMAN LIFE 
YEAR FROM THE PITS ANY LONGER. ..SINCE THE 
WITHDRAWN WORLD DISCOVERY INSULIN!” 
THE SHOCK THERAPIES 
AND OTHER ADVANCES 


ONCE KNEW 
LITTLE ABOUT SMALLPOX 
SCOURGE THE 
EIGHTEENTH 
EVER SEEN CASE 


LIVES 60,000,000 
PEOPLE 


THE WHITE PLAGUE, HAS FOUND AND HEALTHY YEAR FOR 
ITS MASTER STREPTOMYCIN, ALL MEDICINE 


CONTINUES ITS MARCH 


SURGERY AND OTHER MEDICAL 


THE STAR 


MEDICINE 


VETERANS GROUPS REMEMBER THEIR BUDDIES 


Christmas-tide that exhilarating season 
hustle and bustle, giving and receiving, mys- 
terious packages arriving each mail, unexpected 
company almost every day and parties nearly ev- 
ery evening. Veterans organizations from every- 
where occasioned these exciting activities for their 
buddies this hospital, auxiliary members, chil- 
dren and infirmary patients. 

Mrs. G.G. Wilkes, Commander, Navy Mothers 
Club 408 Baton Rouge, Mrs. M.L. Ashley, Wel- 
fare Chairman, and Mrs. Burton Miller mo- 
tored here Dec. bring Christmas pack- 
ages fruits and candy for the veterans and chil- 
dren. The Navy Mothers also purchased subscrip- 
tions Coronet and Saturday Evening Post for the 
veterans, and the Fine Arts Club, which Mrs. 
Wilkes charter member, subscribed Read- 
er’s Digest and Woman’s Home Companion for them 
well Child Life for the school. 

The uniform shirts and the Legionnaires 
don special occasions were gift from the 
units the 6th District, American Legion Auxil- 
iary, the close Mrs. Wilkes’ second year 
president. 

Dec. the Henry Watkins Allen chapter 
the United Daughters the Confederacy repre- 
sented Mrs. W.H. Adam, President, Mrs. 
Rushworth, Child Welfare, and Mrs. Abel 
Leonard brought gifts the youngsters 
Each year Mrs. W.C. Knox Baton Rouge, 
close friend Mrs. Leonard’s, contributes toward 
the purchase these gifts. 

Mrs. St. Clair Favrot, Baton Rouge, Na- 
tional Carville Hospital Chairman for the United 
Spanish War Veterans, brought gifts Dec. 22. 
She was accompanied Mrs. Max Gianelloni. 

always Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., National Hospital Chairman for the Dis- 
abled American Veterans Auxiliary, sent the gifts 
that the veterans and children had requested. 
are pleasantly anticipating another visit from our 
loyal friend, Mrs. Green, this year. 

The local American Legion Auxiliary unit en- 
tertained veterans, children and guests Dec. 
the ballroom. Dr. Johansen opened the program 
with season’s greetings. Mrs. L.L. McCormick 
Destrehan, La., Carville Hospital Chairman, Dept. 
Louisiana, presented Aline Stribbling, President 
last year and this year, with past president’s pin 
from the Past Presidents Euclid Unit 343 
Ohio. was Mrs. McCormick’s natal day the 
local unit presented her with beautiful table lamp 
appreciation her assistance patients. 


Veterans’ children were remembered with toys 
delivered their homes directly from the Veter- 
ans Administration Hospital Alexandria, La. 
The party covered gifts for 246 patients, 
including those the Infirmary. The unit wishes 
express gratitude all who assisted and espe- 
cially Mrs. Campbell, Homer, La., Nation- 
Rehabilitation Chairman the Auxiliary, who 
sponsored the party. She contacted number 
departments and they responded splendidly with 
gifts and refreshments. 

December had the pleasure meet- 
ing Voyageur Baldwin, Correspondant, Voi- 
ture 31, Fresno, Calif., Mrs. Baldwin and her 
ter, Mrs. Janet Koengold New Orleans. The 
Baldwins spent Christmas New Orleans and 
they had been subscribers many years came 
meet us. interesting that Mrs. Baldwin Di- 
rector Nurses, Fresno General Hospital, and Mrs. 
Koengold Director Nurses Tuoro Infirmary 
New Orleans. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Mayer and their neph- 
ew, Raymond Tierney (below) New York City, 


recently took motor trip through the country. 
Having been interested THE STAR almost from 
its beginning they made side trip Carville. 
the day their visit, Sunday, Dec. were 
the midst planning the Christmas party and 
they were much impressed all the activity. 
our delight the big day, Dec. 18, they wired 
greetings and good wishes for successful evening. 
Mr. Mayer member Post 460, American Le- 
gion, and Voiture Forty and Eight. with 
the New York City Police Force and Mrs. Mayer 
member the Auxiliary. 


When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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VETERANS’ ORGANIZA- 
TIONS ENDORSE NLA 


Three great national veterans’ organizations 
have endorsed the National Leprosy Act. They are: 
National Society— Army the Philippines, Dis- 
abled American Veterans, United Spanish War 
Veterans and the USWV Auxiliary. 

Col. Rarey, Decatur, Georgia, father the 
National Leprosy Act, continues very active 
bringing the bill the attention veteran or- 
ganizations and other national, state 
groups. Col. Rarey advises, “Numerous officers 
many these organizations report their own per- 
sonal interest the bill and promise their support 
obtaining its passage.” 

Paul Strachan, President the American Feder- 
ation the Physically Handicapped, Washington, 
C., sponsors the bill, has advised that the 
final day the Ist session the Congress, 
Sen. Pepper introduced duplicate measure 
Rep. Peterson’s revised version the original 
“Pepper Bill” that the Senate Labor and Public 
Welfare Committee would “on all fours” with 
the House set up. This the situation our bill 
the 2nd session the 81st Congress got under- 
way. the House, the National Leprosy Act 
now tagged 5234 and the Senate 2761. 

Senator Pepper, with whom Col. Rarey con- 
ferred immediately after the Senator’s address 
the USWV Encampment Tampa last October, 
has assured the Col. and others who have inquired 
about the status the “Leprosy Bill” that go- 
ing everything possible secure passage 
this bill during the 2nd session the Congress. 
Passage the bill would correct many the dis- 
tressing situations now faced Hansen patients 
and their families. 

wish express our appreciation the 
many individuals and groups who wrote their 
Congressmen regarding the NLA. urge you 
continue your interest this legislation and dis- 
cuss freely among your friends and your club 
meetings. Write THE STAR for your copies 
the bill. 
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HOME LONG ISLAND 


(Continued from page 


Old friends meet Irving Hart calls Major and Mrs. Hornbostel 
during his recent brief visit New York. “Daddy” Hart and the Horn- 
bostels lived the Philippines for many years and Mrs. Hornbostel and 
Mr. Hart were the same Japanese prison camp, Santa Tomas. 
Hart brought greetings from the Hornbostels when visited Carville. 
(Story his visit page 20) 


sun. can see the back corner the garage and 
just beyond our largest oak tree branching out 
over the garden walk, its branches greeting the 
next one whole row which blends with what 
seems, finally, whole forest oaks the dis- 
tance, gradually disappearing the mist. This 
large oak call our STANLEY TREE. 

Why? isn’t very old for oak tree, but 
it’s bigger than our other oaks and old enough 
great strength and endurance many 
blizzards which have passed its way days gone 
by. Blue jays preen their feathers its branches 
after visiting the birdbath the lawn behind the 
house, like brand new, bright ideas, blue against 
white and russet landscape. Squirrels run 
and down its trunk, scolding the dogs. them 
the hub their little universe, and 
symbol. 

Happy New Year you all! 


Helene Mullins, author the poem the 
back cover interested our educational pro- 
gram. Her poems have been published the New 
York Times, Mrs. Mullins sister novelist 
Marie McCall (Evening Wolves) who visited Car- 
ville recently gather material for novel she 
writing now, which part the plot deals with 
Carville and its patients. 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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DOCTORS FROM MANY LANDS ATTRACTED CARVILLE 


Left right: Dr. Margaret Peeples and Dr. William Peeples, 
Dr. Fryberg and Dr. John Miller 


Australian public health official, two young 
medical missionaries, both Tulane men, one bound 
for India, the other for Africa, and doctor team 
husband and wife from Florida, all met 
hospital when they visited here December. All 
came for the same purpose—to get first-hand 
picture the latest developments the treatment 
Hansen’s disease. All left with the feeling that 
their visit had been “most profitable and informa- 
tive.” Some the medics stayed for few days, 
others longer. 

Dr. Fryberg, Director-General health and 
medical services Queensland, was here for 
fortnight. Dr. Fryberg said, 
around the world spend this time Carville 
because Australia regard your institution 
the most advanced anywhere the treatment 
Hansen’s disease.” 

When Dr. Fryberg returns Queensland 
intends start educational campaign with the 

press and radio the basis the modern 
public health approach disease 
through their local educational council. 

Dr. Fryberg explained that Australia legisla- 
tive measures regarding Hansen’s disease are 
handled the separate states and not federal 
authority. the six states the country, three 
have leprosaria. Queensland there are two such 
institutions, both islands, one Peel and one 
Fantome. Both are isolated from the mainland 
and Peel, which miles from Brisbane, vis- 
itors are taken government launch. Dr. Fryberg 
said there are about patients Queensland 
leprosaria. The new sulfone drugs have been 
use for over three years. 

his way home Dr. Fryberg will visit Kalau- 
papa, Hawaii’s famed leprosarium the island 
Molokai. 

Back Australia, the Relatives and Friends 


Association currently pressing for new official 
policy toward patients with disease. 
Pressure being brought bear the Trade 
and Labour Council, The Returned Soldiers League, 
and The Council Churches. The association has 
advised THE STAR their 3-point program: 
That six passes per week granted re- 
latives instead the usual two per week. 
That vacations granted patients. 
That Promin treatment given patients 
who are not responding other drugs. 


Dr. Stewart Staley did not get into the photo 
because was taken while was busy packing 
leave for Marion, Va., spend Christmas with 
his wife and three year old son, the first Christmas 
the family has been together. Dr. and Mrs. Staley 
were married just the close the war. 

Dr. Staley, who was with the Western task force 
the invasion Africa, has just returned from 
three years service the Methodist mission hos- 
pital Nadiad, Bombay Presidency, India. Dr. 
Staley was one the last Westerners work 
with Mahatma Gandhi. 

spoke interestingly his personal contacts 
with Gandhi during the Hindu-Moslem riots 
1947-48. Dr. Staley said, was asked Mr. 
Gandhi head missionary surgical team 
Panipatt the Punjab, India, care for casual- 
ties from the riots, and fearing that adequate as- 
sistance might not given the Indians, the 
Mahatma himself accompanied us.” 

When Dr. Staley returns India this month 
will accompanied his family. Dr. Staley will 
charge building new general hospital 
Vrindaban, Mathura district, endemic section 
for Hansen’s disease. 


Dr. John Miller going the Belgian Congo. 
will his first trip out missionary, “But,” 
said Dr. Miller, feel going home be- 
cause was born Africa.” Dr. Miller’s parents 
are still the Congo the same general area where 
their son will stationed. said that certain 
parts the Congo much five percent the 
population has Hansen’s disease. Dr. Miller, his 
wife and young daughter, plan leave early this 
year for Belgium, where they will spend year 
study and preparation for his duties Luebo, 
Belgian Congo, under the sponsorship the 
Southern Presbyterian Mission. 
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Their special interest the new public health 
approach Hansen’s disease prompted the visit 
this hospital December Dr. Willam Peep- 
les and his wife, Dr. Margaret Peeples, Key 
West. Dr. Peeples city health officer Key 
West. 

Florida one three states the U.S. where 
Hansen’s disease shows tendency perpetuate 
itself. Many its cases have been traced Key 
West and surrounding territory. 


DR. GRAY TRANSFERRED 


Herman Gray, who has been member 
our medical staff for about year and half, 
left late December for his new post the 
U.S.P.H Communicable Diseases Center, At- 
lanta, Ga. understand Dr. Gray has been as- 
signed studies Hansen’s disease, with 
Atlanta his headquarters. Young Dr. Gray, 
Tulane graduate 1947, came Carville shortly 
after interneship New Orleans hospital. 
earnestly interested the Hansen’s disease 
problem. 


Mr. James Brown, Geneva-on-the-Lake, Ohio, 
director the photographic section the Leonard 
Wood Memorial (American Leprosy Foundation) 
was Carville, January confer with Sr. Hi- 
lary Ross photographic problems they relate 
Hansen’s disease. 

Mr. Brown was route Mexico City where 
will join group connected with the Leonard 
Wood Memorial for three weeks visit Mexico. 
The party includes Dr. James Doull, Medical Di- 
rector, M., and Mrs. Doull, William Taylor, 
Director the Photographic Department, Temple 
University Medical School, Philadelphia, and Dr. 
Fred Kluth, Associate Epidemiologist, 
and Research Epidemiologist, Department 
Health Texas. 

The purpose their visit observe the var- 
ious types Hansen’s disease they occur 
Mexico and obtain photographs for teaching 
and educational purposes. Most their 
spent Mexico City visiting the Department 
Health, the Leprosarium and the Dispensary. 
They are much interested the clinical, educa- 
tional and social work the “Asociacion Mexi- 
cana Accion contra Lepra.” The President 
the Asociacion Dr. Fernando Latapi. 

They plan visit Guadalajara. that city there 
very active dispensary under the direction 
Dr. Barba Rubio. 


OFFICIAL 
CARVILLE CALLER 


Mr. Reynolds and Dr. Johansen 


The head the federal public buildings ad- 
made every minute count when spent few 
hours here Sunday, December 11, inspecting 
the physical plant. Although Commissioner Rey- 
nolds handled some the papers the rebuild- 
ing this hospital 1941, this was his first visit. 
expressed surprise the spaciousness the 
hospital, saying had idea the place was built 
such large scale. 

Mr. Reynolds told representatives the Patients’ 
Federation and THE STAR that the long-range 
program his department includes air-condition- 
ing the recreation building and the cafeteria, 
and the construction new cold storage plant 
and heating system here Installation alternat- 
ing current “being considered.” 

Mr. Reynolds noted the national trend toward 
more out-patient clinics and fewer hospital beds 
the treatment infectious diseases. pre- 
dicted that, time, the same would hold true 
with Hansen’s disease this connection, 
hailed major step the war against Hansen’s 
disease the contemplated construction ten- 
million-dollar Public Health Service com- 
municable diseases research center Atlanta, Ga. 


The patients Kalaupapa Settlement, Molokai, 
Hawaii, had unusually happy Xmas party. 
Many gifts were received. They were flown from 
Honolulu Kalaupapa twelve Civil Air Patrol 
pilots their own planes. Entertainment was also 
flown the Island the person Lenny Brooks 
and his Beach Boys. 
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FIRST NON-PATIENT 
TEACHER JOINS 
HOSPITAL STAFF 


amiable young lady with winning smile, 
bubbling with energy and overflowing with en- 
thusiasm for her work Miss Vivian Wintz, who 
joined the personnel this hospital last October 
certified school teacher direct the schooling 
the children and young people hospitalized here. 


Miss Wintz, native nearby Carville, was se- 
lected after score applicants from many places 
were interviewed. However, Miss Wintz’s applica- 
tion was among the very first and the final anal- 
ysis was decided that she had the best qualifica- 
tions for handling both grammar and high school 
subjects. 

Miss Wintz finished high school San Gabriel, 
just eight miles from this hospital. She graduate 
LSU class 1942 and spent the next six years 
secretary the History Department the Uni- 
versity. 1948 she went Honolulu where she 
worked for year Tripler General Hospital 
assisting the civilian personnel program. 

Miss Wintz welcomed the two patient teach- 
ers, who were greatly need assistance with 
their heavy teaching schedules. There are about 
children attending school this semester. Miss Wintz 
says she has found the children here just 
mal youngsters anywhere and she fascinated 
with her work. We, who have long felt that cer- 
tified teacher was necessity, are glad that the po- 
sition has been filled well. agree with George 
Peabody who once said, “Education debt due 
from the present future generations.” 


READ AND ALONG 


HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 


The scurry and bustle the holidays has ceased 
but pleasant memories linger on. 

The Jolly Social Christmas party, 
Dec. 23, was sponsored Delta Sigma Epsilon 
sorority through Miss Gordon Ball, Princeton, 
Va., National Chairman for the sorority’s social 
welfare program. There were gifts galore with the 
added attraction entertainment the Hummel 
Family Orchestra Akron, Ohio, currently fea- 
tured Baton Rouge night spot. The orchestra 
consists Mom. Pop, five brothers and the wife 
one brother and their repertoire runs the gamut 
high, low, sweet and hot renditions. This was 
their second appearance here, the first having been 
concert the theatre the afternoon Dec. 
18. 

“The Star Bethlehem,” presented Christ- 
mas Eve the Carville Little Theatre players and 
the Natural Music Club, directed Sister Laura, 
unfolded the old but ever new Christmas story. 
The cast included patients with Buddy 
narrator. Music, costuming, settings and lighting 
all combined make successful. 

The school children had wonderful time 
their own party and were able buy presents for 
others, thanks their cash gifts from Voiture 304, 

Judge Harold Moore, First Municipal Court, 
and Judge Edwin Babylon both New Or- 
leans looked like Santa’s delivery service when 
they began unloading all those gifts for veterans 
Dec. 23. 

Midnight Mass the Catholic chapel Christ- 
mas Eve and midnight services both Catholic 
and Protestant chapels New Year’s Eve were well 
attended patients and their guests. 

Jimmy Fisher’s New Yorkers played for our 
New Year’s dance Friday, Dec. 30. Again this 
band was furnished through the courtesy 
M., Local 538. 

Hospitality the Yuletide much part 
the local scene the bedecked fir tree. There 
were private parties and gatherings throughout the 
season addition all the big doings. About 
per cent the patient body went home for the 
holidays and the other per cent had gala time 
here. 


NOTICE 
THE STAR’s telephone number Carville 1502. 
reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. 
2:30 P.M. and Saturday until noon. After these hours 
and Sunday can reached Carville 1511. 
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EDITOR AND PARTY CALL 


Sr. Mary Augustine, left, and Sr. Benita, who were accompanied 
Carville from New Orleans Rev. Ripp, Notre Dame 
Seminary, Sr. Virginia and Sr. Celestine Hotel Dieu. 


Marching with “heart and soul” 
inform the public about Hansen’s disease, 
alert member the Marist Missionary Sis- 
ters, Sister Mary Augustine, Framingham Center, 
Mass., editor Marist Mission News, official organ 
the League the Missionary Sisters the So- 
ciety Mary. 

had the privilege discussing our mutual 
interest, when Sister Mary Augustine and her par- 
visited this hospital recently. Before assuming 
her present position, Sister Mary Augustine was 
duty the leprosarium the outskirts 
Spanishtown, Jamaica, The Marist Sisters 
staff the Jamaica institution and hospital settle- 
ment for disease patients the Fijian 
Island Makogai which admits people from Fiji, 
Samoa, Tonga, the Cook Islands, Niue, the Gilbert 
and Ellice Islands. 

One need only scan the pages the magazine 
Sister Mary Augustine edits recognize her deep 
understanding the problems faced pa- 
tients. carries such challenging articles “New 
Deal for Leprosy,” written Sister herself 
which she declares emphatically, “The need for 
educating the public modern viewpoint 
leprosy imperative.” every talk she makes, 
and she appears often before church, school and 
club groups, Sister Mary Augustine’s “avowed pur- 
pose” “to clear the misunderstandings and 
the superstitions prevalent.” 

Traveling with Sister Mary Augustine, was Sis- 


(Continued next column) 


MEETING 
COMPATRIOTS 


December 23, Consul and Mrs. Jose Moreno 
the Philippine Consulate, New Orleans, mo- 
tored Carville visit the twenty Filipino pa- 
tients this hospital and bring baskets Christ- 
mas gifts. This picture shows Mrs. Moreno (seated) 
Mr. Agripino Astilla, Administrative Assistant 
the Consulate, and Consul Moreno, standing near 
the Christmas tree our Club Lounge. Greeting 
the guests and accepting the gifts was group 
Filipino patients. 


(Continued from first column) 

ter Benita, also Marist Sister, who has since 
gone Jamaica for duty the leprosarium. Sister 
Benita native New Orleanean and graduate 
Hotel Dieu School Nursing. Sister Benita 
who was captain the U.S. Army Nursing 
Corps during the war, broke both legs while train- 
ing parachute division Alaska. During her 
convalescence, she read Perry Burgess’s “Who 
Walk Alone.” She decided then and there de- 
vote her life caring for patients with Hansen’s 
disease and entered the Marist 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 
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When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
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GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


There absolutely doubt about it—THE 
STAR’s 4th Annual Community Christmas party, 
December 18, 1949, will long remembered 
Carvillians the best yet. The medical staff and 
scores the hospital personnel attended. The 
patients turned out almost masse greet 
many old friends and meet many new ones 
among the several hundred out-of-town guests. 
The spacious ballroom overflowed with people 
good will and good cheer predominated. 

one table sat beaming Lt. Governor Wm. 
“Bill” Dodd and his party. Other Louisiana of- 
ficials entering into the spirit the occasion were 
Senator Fredericks and Emile Bourge, 
superintendent buildings for the state. The 
were introduced Optimist Bill Marresch. Mr. 
Marresch emceed the entertainment arranged 
the New Orleans Optimist Club. Many prominent 
New Orleaneans came with Optimist Club 
motorcade headed Vic Schiro, charter president, 
and Raoul Sere, president. 

Radio Station WJBO, Baton Rouge, brought its 
portable mike and transcribed portion the 
festivities including greetings from Dr. Johansen 
and musical program presented the patients. 
Ralph Sims, capable program director, 
announced the broadcast. The tape recording 
pleased tremendously when heard later 
the week. 


Everyone agreed that the decorations were un- 
usually beautiful. are indebted Miss Betty 
Finnan (above), Chief Decorator for the city 
New Orleans for her valuable suggestions given 
when she came help THE STAR’s committee 
plan the motif and the city New Orleans for 
the Christmas tree and the giant Santa Claus fig- 
ures flanking it. The suggestions Mrs. Russell 


Tice this station the making wreaths and 
otherdecorations were most helpful tothose patients 
creating them. The group worked day and night and 
complimented its artisitic ability. car- 
penters, electricians and all government employees 
who assisted, say “Thanks.” Frank Mantell, with 
his usual persistence (and preciseness) saw every- 
thing completed the last minute detail. Friends 
from all parts the country and the Canal Zone 
contributed generously make this party possible. 
Amoss, vice-president New Orleans Public 
Service, sent dozen strings Christmas lights 
which glowed colorfully the ballroom. Mrs. 
George Parker, Commander, Louisiana Depart- 
ment DAV Auxiliary, also sent lights and the 
Milton A.Carrier Auxiliary and Chapter 10DAV, 
both New Orleans, contributed decorations. 

Unit 77, American Legion Auxiliary 
La., provided the delicious 
served. Mrs. Orton Besse, president, and group 
motored the morning the party and brought 
them. 

The sandwiches, prepared Sister Mary Teresa 
the Dietetic Office, were tasty little morsels 
tinted red and green—caterer’s creations. less. 

Sam Michael Baton Rouge contacted dealers 
bottled Yule “spirits” who contributed the “stuff” 
that spiked the traditional eggnog. Old reliables 
such Spann, Pender, Acosta and many 
other staunch friends assisted serving. 

wish acknowledge with appreciation “en- 
closed find check for the Christmas party fund” 
from Veterans Foreign Wars Auxiliary, Louis 
Oppenheim Post 109, Albany, N.Y.; Elbert 
Waid Unit Canal Zone; Bobby Wallace Unit, 
Jefferson, La., and Unit 184, Savannah, all 
The American Legion Auxiliary; Albany District 
Council the United Spanish War Veterans, Wa- 
tervliet, N.Y.; DAV Auxiliary, South Oakland 19, 
Hazel Park, Mich.; Lend-a-Hand Class, Oklahoma 
City, Okla.; Ethel Lowe, Philadephia. 
Clark Wells, Toledo, Ohio: Winifred Hamm, 
Berwyn, Ill.; Joe Rowley, San Antonio, Texas; 
Mrs. Lula Stull, Albion, Mich.; Mrs. Spencer, 
Frankfort, Ind. and Anglin, Bakersfield, 
Calif. 

all you everywhere who cooperated 
make our party grand, may 1950 bit brighter 
because your part our holiday festivities. 
Our simple “Thank you” comes straight from 
the heart. 


THE STAR 
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What would Christmas party without gifts? 
Our sincere “Thank you” goes the girls the 
Carville Clubs the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
and the Campbell Soup Co. Chicago for the 
lovely mass gaily beribboned packages contain- 
ing exceptionally worthwhile gifts—one more 
for each handicapped women patients 
are grateful for the special gifts from the North 
Baton Rouge Lioness Club. The colored patients 
were very pleased with their gifts from the Perkins 
Road School Baton Rouge. applaud our 
faithful Mrs. Hattie Dayries Baton Rouge for 
interesting these groups. 


course, the gifts were distributed old San- 
Claus himself, private life Brooks Read 
outstanding personality radioland 
and the jolliest that ever landed Carville’s 
water tower. The perennial Mrs. Santa Claus, 
Mrs. Burton Miller Baton Rouge, known 
affectionately “Miss Lily,” was here with bells 
on—and jingling. 


GREAT PARTY 


Jimmy Fisher and his New Yorkers, played spark- 
ling music for dancing throughout the evening. 
This favorite orchestra came through the 
courtesy Musicians Local 538, Baton Rouge. 
addition the large variety dance numbers, 
the band staged some specialties which went over 
big. While the floor very large was packed 
with dancers throughout the evening, both pa- 
tients and visitors enjoying the music. 


bow Nicholson Post, American Legion, 


Baton Rouge, for defraying transportation expenses 
the band. 


Having wonderful time—we wish that all 
you STAR readers could have been with us. 


senting Capital City Chapter, Baton Rouge, the 
Disabled American Veterans, came over during 
the holidays with Santa’s packs their backs, 
containing personalized gifts for every veteran 
the hospital. 
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“DADDY” HART 
VISITS CARVILLE 


Irving Hart, organizer the first Boy Scout 
troop and the first group Camp Fire Girls 
among Hansen patients the Philippines, spent 
the Islands for fifty years, where affec- 
tionately known “Daddy” thousands chil- 
dren. Mr. Hart’s present visit the States was 
marked signal honor that the Boy Scouts 
America bestowed upon him New York their 
highest decoration, the medal for meritorious ac- 
tion with the Boy Scouts the Philippines. 

newspaper men the early years this 
century Mr. Hart was first attracted the deplor- 
able condition Hansen patients saw them 
brought carabao cartloads for segregation 
the San Lazaro hospital Manila. Wasted 
malnutrition and disease many them could 
longer stand. also discovered that numbers 
younger patients, strength somewhat restored but 
unbearably despondent their captivity, climbed 
the walls their hospital prison and ran away. 

The Boy Scout and Camp Fire Girls organiza- 
tions were Daddy’s answer the desperate situa- 
tion, and soon found that had struck hid- 
den spring which flowed into the camps with life- 
giving strength. Moral conditions began improve 
immediately. Mounted guards with guns, who had 
been unable prevent many three hundred 
patients escaping monthly, were removed, Boy 
Scouts were placed charge and everyone put 
his honor. The desire run away disappeared. 

the present time Daddy Hart’s chief work 
National Field Executive The Philippine Band 
Mercy, Inc.. which charter member, 
seeking out and bringing hospitals for treat- 
ment children who are deformed and defective. 
After brief visit San Francisco will return 
the Islands continue that work, traveling from 
town town his kindly search. 

Santa Tomas prison camp under the Japanese, 
Daddy Hart was listed shoe repairer. Among 
his many decorations wears the Asiatic cam- 
paign ribbon. has also the Wohelo medal (the 
name made the first two letters the words 
Work, Help, Love) the highest award given bythe 
Camp Fire Girls, the bronze and silver carabao 
medals given the Philippine Boy Scouts, and 
President Quirino’s medal merit for distin- 
guished service the Islands. His collection 
medals attracted much attention when visited 
the school here and met other patients. 


CHAPEL GUILD ACTIVE 


group members the Carville Catholic Chapel Guild 
New Orleans, photographed while visiting this hospital. 


Among the many organizations interested the 
welfare patients here, the Carville Catholic 
Chapel Guild New Orleans. The Guild worked 
untiringly gather funds for the building the 
beautiful romanesque style chapel which stands 
near the entrance the hospital. The Guild now 
has the responsibility for the care the chapel, 
which includes linen for the liturgical altar 
Italian marble. “While this not work char- 
Mrs. Davis, “it ideal Catholic action, 
and work that very dear the heart His 
Excellency, Archbishop Rummel.” 

the 390 patients this hospital, 273 are 
the Catholic faith. 
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SEE WRITE US, WHERE 
PLEASURE SERVE! 
Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts, 


Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 


Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window. 
Let know any way can serve 


you any time. 


LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 


Established 1910 Member 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 


* * * 
1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 


causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 


those States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 

The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 
Naaman) 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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WHO GOES WITH OPEN HANDS 


Who goes with open hands take 
The into his keeping, 
Must vend and bruise and crush and break 


With enmity and weeping, 


And yet remain 
Disconsolate and lonely. 
Who seeks possessions far and wide 


Gains disenchantment only. 


But whoso himself with 
And never dreams payment, 
Shall find his home every place 


And never lack king’s 


HELENE MULLINS 
Courtesy Harper Bros. 
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